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MBA for Financial Managers 
and Finance Professionals
Financial Managers and Finance Professionals from many sectors could benefit greatly from this
long-established, internationally renowned programme. In 15 years over 2,000 professionals, many
from world-leading organisations have successfully completed the programme. You could join
them, perhaps on the accelerated version of the MBA if you qualify for exemptions.

Providing a direct route to career
enhancement, we have carefully tailored our
programme to the development needs of
managers looking to focus on financial
management, and finance sector professionals
moving into senior managerial roles.

Completion of the programme will result in an
in-depth understanding of specialist financial
management areas and the managerial
decision making process. We offer substantial
finance and accounting modules in both the
core modules and the electives, enabling you
to choose your individual path through the
MBA. The personal project at the end of the
MBA offers you an opportunity to work on an
important topic for your own development,
normally for your employer’s benefit as well,
with expert advice from a faculty supervisor. 

Key features and benefits

• Modules cover a wide range of key topics,
including current industry issues and
financial management techniques.

• Flexibility offers the opportunity to adapt
courses to the particular requirements of
individuals, companies or institutions.

• The programme is delivered by
internationally recognised experts in 
the field of financial management.

• The self-study programme allows you 
to accomplish significant learning and 
to discuss current industry issues with 
faculty and fellow course members at
face-to-face module workshops. Each 
full module has an extensive three day
workshop during the semester.

• Exemption-based entry is available 
for those with existing professional
qualifications - dispensing with final
accountancy-based modules.

• Exemptions are based on the
associateship qualifications of ICA, 
ACA, CIMA, ACCA, CIPFA and ACIS, as 
well as membership of major UK, and
equivalent overseas, accountants and
chartered secretary institutes.

• The MBA provides a holistic development
programme enabling you to acquire 
the skills and confidence necessary for 
senior management. 

• Our independent self-study programme
leads to the same award as the 
on-campus MBA.

Our innovative programme allows you to
choose from the following elective modules

• Corporate Risk Management
• Ethics, Governance and Competition Policy
• Financial Analysis
• Human Resource Management
• Information Technology Management
• International Business Strategy
• Investments and Portfolio Management
• Treasury, Foreign Exchange and 

Trade Finance

Structure subject to change. Module descriptions available at www.mbs-worldwide.ac.uk

MBA for Financial Managers and Finance Professionals typical semester structure

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3 Semester 4 Semester 5 Project Stage

Management
Accounting

Corporate 
Finance

Two Elective
Modules

Two Elective
Modules

Marketing 
Strategy

Financial 
Accounting

Quantitative Methods
Management and 
Organisational Behaviour Managerial 

Economics
Personal Project
(lasting 6-12 months)
(20,000 words)

Strategic
Management

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 3 Semester 4 Project Stage

Managerial Economics

Marketing Strategy

Management and Organisational Behaviour

Personal Project 
(lasting 6-12 months) 
(20,000 words)

Strategic Management

Accelerated Programme

Two Elective
Modules

Two Elective
Modules

Corporate Finance



Manufacturing 11

Business Services 3

Retail & Wholesale 5

Banking, Finance & Legal 10
Insurance, Life Assurance, Pensions 8

Health, Education & Public Services 4

IT & Telecommunications 6

Finance/Investment 20
Accountancy, Management & Consultancy 15

Food & Beverages 3
Other 15

Industry background of our students %

Eastern & Central Europe & Central Asia 4

Latin America & Caribbean 21

Middle East 6
North America 5

Western Europe 23

Africa 8

Asia 33

Region of origin of our students %

Your colleagues worldwide 
The range of industries that our students come from means that you’ll have access to a wealth 
of experience and backgrounds. You’ll also meet students from every continent guaranteeing you
a truly international experience.

Females 36%

International 87%

Average Age 34

Funded by Company 21%

25
That’s the number of hours we’ve allotted 
for valuable face-to-face workshop sessions 
per full module

Flexible & Portable
Our flexible learning model allows you to gain a world-class qualification at your own pace whilst
enabling you to meet other personal and professional commitments

“In the last 20 years, the financial services sector has become
the largest employer and attained the largest sector market
capitalisation in many countries of the world.
At the same time the complexity of the products and services offered has grown dramatically,
and so have the management challenges. Professionals in the industry now need specialist
knowledge and managerial development. The Manchester MBA for Financial Managers and
Finance Professionals is one of the few global qualifications which provides both these needs.”

Dr Nick Collett – Senior Lecturer in Financial Management, Manchester Business School



Richard Bruens, Executive Vice President and 
Head of Investor Relations, ABN AMRO
MBA for Financial Managers and Finance Professionals

Why did you choose to study this Manchester Business
School MBA programme?

With no intention of making a career change, I chose to
do an MBA out of intellectual curiosity. As such, I was
not willing to spend 18 to 24 months undertaking a 
full-time programme, as this would have delayed my
career within the bank. This MBA was ideal as I was a
career expat, meaning that at any point the bank could
transfer me to a different country, which in turn meant
that a fixed part-time MBA was too risky. Besides, one
of the most attractive features was the fact that it was
an MBA in Finance, and with a life long banking career
in mind, this was tailor-made to my needs.

How has your career developed from when you
enrolled onto the programme to the present day?

Within a few years of starting the MBA programme, the
bank began hiring only MBAs for their career expat
programme. So it was a lucky coincidence that, without
realising it, I put myself on par with the "new entrants".
I am now an Executive Vice President of ABN AMRO, in
charge of investor relations, and without suggesting
that I would not have that position without the MBA, it
is clear that the MBA qualification, as well as the
discipline and determination that went into it, are
qualities the bank appreciates.

Can you measure the return on your investment?

Again, without suggesting that there is a 100%
correlation, my compensation has gone up hundreds of
percentage points since I received my MBA qualification.
In terms of non monetary return, the MBA has given me
a lot in terms of content and self confidence.

As a business leader, what benefits do you believe can
be obtained from undertaking the MBA qualification?

I think an MBA is a prerequisite for any business
leader, as it gives you the tools and framework for
being a success. However, it does not mean that if you
do have an MBA that you will be a successful business
leader, as there are many other qualities that you
need to have and develop which cannot be taught in
an MBA programme. 

What were the highlights of the MBA programme?

Highlights were clearly the many weeks spent
together during the face-to-face workshops and
group projects, with individuals from many different
nationalities and cultures. The group work was a real
challenge and a joy, and very clearly a high added
value component to this MBA programme. Also the
graduation ceremony was great, especially as my wife
could experience "life in the dorms" by actually
staying overnight on campus.



Applications
Admission criteria

Much of what you gain from your MBA programme depends on the experience you bring to 
your studies. Our interactive workshops rely on a certain level of business experience and we 
ask for a minimum of three years’ experience, during which you have been exercising initiative
and decision-making responsibility.

Applicants must be at least 27 years 
of age, hold a recognised first degree, 
or professional equivalent plus the
requisite work experience (or, in lieu 
of formal qualifications, substantial
management experience). 

In certain circumstances, we may 
require an applicant to take the 
GMAT as further evidence.

Language

Proficiency in both spoken and written
English is essential, and supporting
evidence may be requested.

Fees

Information on fees can be found 
on our website at 
www.mbs-worldwide.ac.uk

Application procedure

An online application form is available
at www.mbs-worldwide.ac.uk

To guide you through the application
process, we have dedicated Course
Counsellors who can provide valuable
advice at every stage. You’ll find that
the high level of student support we
offer starts even before you enrol 
onto your MBA.

If you have any queries regarding 
your application or individual
requirements, please contact one 
of our Course Counsellors at
coursecounsellors@mbs-worldwide.ac.uk

Programmes

We offer a range of MBA programmes
to suit the varying needs of global
executives. Details on each programme
are available on our website.

Please explore these in more detail 
and contact our Course Counsellors to
discuss your individual requirements.

United Kingdom
Manchester Business School Worldwide
Unit E
Llys-y-Dderwen
Parc Menai, Bangor
Gwynedd LL57 4BL
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 (0) 1248 672222
Fax: +44 (0) 1248 672201
E-mail: mba@mbs-worldwide.ac.uk

Hong Kong - Ms Christina Siu
Manchester Business School Worldwide
6th Floor, Wilson House
19-27 Wyndham Street
Central
Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2526 3113
Fax: (852) 2526 4910
E-mail: mba@mbs-worldwide.edu.hk

Singapore - Mr Gabriel Lee
Manchester Business School Worldwide
1 Phillip Street
07-00
Singapore 
048692
Tel: (65) 6538 4344
Fax: (65) 6538 4404
E-mail: mba@mbs-worldwide.edu.sg

Middle East - Mrs Randa Bessiso
Manchester Business School Worldwide
Dubai Knowledge Village
Block 6, 
1st Floor
PO Box 502907
Tel: (971) 4 365 8313
Fax: (971) 4 360 4505
E-mail: 
middleeast@mbs-worldwide.ac.uk

Malaysia - Dr Marie-Aimée Tourres
Manchester Business School Worldwide
Sunway University College
No. 5, Jalan Universiti, Bandar Sunway 
46 150 Petaling Jaya 
Selangor, Darul Ehsan, Malaysia
Tel: (603) 7491 8623 ext.8125
DID: (603) 7491 8625
Fax: (603) 5635 8633
E-mail: marie@sunway.edu.my
Website: http://www.sunway.edu.my

Caribbean - Mrs Darlene Jones
Manchester Business School Worldwide
Jamaica Institute of Bankers
39 Hope Road
Kingston 10
Jamaica, West Indies 
Tel: (876) 978 6212 
Fax: (876) 927 9405 
E-mail: jiobinfo@jiob.org.jm

www.mbs-worldwide.ac.uk


